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Abstract:

The zawiyas are considered one of the most important religious and
cultural institutions that played effective and distinguished roles in
Algerian society during the Ottoman and French occupation
periods. Despite their spiritual and value-based status, they were
not spared during writing and documentation in the history of the
Algerian nation, and their role became a subject of controversy
among researchers and those interested in various cultural and
scientific backgrounds. Their reading of their roles differed, and
they were divided between fairness or injustice in judging them and
the extent of their sincerity in serving religion and the homeland.
Some dressed them in the garb of treason and working for the
benefit of the colonizer. Therefore, the goal of this research paper is
to study these roles, monitor and analyze them according to the
requirements of the subject, and urge skeptical writings to further
reading, scrutiny and objective research, and to investigate the truth
and realize knowledge about the problem and nature of the roles
played by the zawiyas from the Ottoman period to independence.
After studying this problem, it was possible to reach the following
results: that the zawiyas were a fortress of knowledge and education
and a stronghold of mobilization and jihad for the sake of God and
the homeland, and a support for society at a time when the Ottoman
administration neglected it. It supported his resistance in all its
forms and his liberation revolution against the French occupation,
and thus became a rear base for the cultural, reformist, political and
revolutionary struggle during the popular resistance and the
liberation revolution
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