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Non-communication and the structure of the Arab mind: an
attempt to understand according to an anthropological narrative
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Abstract:

This scientific paper employs a multidisciplinary approach to
address various issues linked to the phenomenon of non-
communication, considered a labyrinth engulfing Arab societies
from an anthropological perspective. By adopting the Weber
understanding method, it seeks to scrutinize its manifestations,
such as self-isolation, the neglect of alterity, and communication
within the realm of groupthink, among other dysfunctions affecting
both the individual and the societal practices in the Arab domain.
Grounded on the premise of the Palo Alto school that it is
impossible not to communicate, and considering the proliferation
of critical views on technological ideology's role in exacerbating
the non-communication issue, this paper examines the structure of
the Arab mind. Drawing insights from the intellectual heritage of
thinkers like Mohammed Arkoun, al-Jabri, George Tarabishi, and
Abdullah Hamoudi, it suggests that this mindset is predicated on
monotheism, resistance to ljtihad (independent reasoning), and a
tendency towards homogeneity in addressing pressing issues. This
orientation fosters a rejection of dissent, living within walls of
misunderstanding, and nihilistic tendencies that veer towards
obliterating 'the other'. Such dynamics foster identity insularity,
hinder peaceful coexistence within the same society and pervade
the communication process across all levels in the Arab world
Keywords Arab mind, cultural identity, non-communication,
social practices, anthropology of non-communication
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