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The mixed municipal administration system in colonial era and

its impact on select southern municipalities of Constantine:
M’sila and Arris 1870-1947
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This article discusses the French organizational structures in the mixed
municipalities of M’sila and Arris (Constantine region) between 1870
and 1947. The French colonial administration imposed a three-stage
system — a colonist that attempted to impose all administrative solutions
on the Algerian society, making it an experimental field. The
administrative concept ranged from the tribal and clan systems to rural
subdivisions and ultimately to the centralized geographical and
administrative maps, all aimed at closely monitoring and controlling the
local population, at least ostensibly. However, the core objective was to
control the collection of taxes from these oppressed Algerians to serve its
colonial policy and the systematic racial segregation. The second part
examines and comments on the negative consequences of this policy on
the inhabitants of the Constantine region in the municipalities under
study. Particular emphasis has been placed on the numerous
administrative interpretations put in establishing the French racist legal
system, arbitrary practices, and the exploitation of the resources of the
Algerians, benefitting the French colonial project, both in terms of
administration and settlement.

Abstrac:

Keywords: Arris, M’Sila, Mixed Municipalities, Southern Constantine,
Colonial Era, 1870
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