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The American newspaper "*Stars and Stripes'* coverage of the
May 8, 1945 massacres in Algeria
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This article examines how the American newspaper Stars and
Stripes reported on the May 8, 1945 massacres in Algeria, focusing on a
dispatch written by its military correspondent, Sergeant Jack Foisie, as a
contemporary media account of the events. It also introduces the profile
of the reporter and the context in which the report was produced,
highlighting that it was sent from Casablanca and published with delay
due to censorship and the difficulty of accessing the affected areas
factors that reflect how information circulated within a military
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environment shaped by political and security constraints. The study then
analyzes the content of the report, which provides details on the outbreak
of demonstrations in eastern Algeria, their rapid spread, and the scale of
the French repression, including the use of military force, aerial
bombardment, and the destruction of villages. It also mentions the
reported number of Algerian and European casualties. More broadly, the
report conveys a climate of tension across North Africa at the time,
linking these developments to intertwined political, economic, and
security factors.

Keywords: || May 8, 1945 Massacres in Algeria — Stars and Stripes newspaper —
American military media - World War Il
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-Stars and Stripes, " Algerian Revolt Leaves Thousands Dead " , May 31, 1945.

-Gendarmerie nationale: Rapport du chef d’escadron Duquet, commandant la
compagnie de gendarmerie de Constantine, sur les troubles survenus dans la
région de Guelma, les 8, 9 et 10 mai 1945, Constantine, 11 mai 1945.

-Rapport sur les événements de Kherrata (9 mai 1945), 17 juin 1945, signé
Cruz Raymond, Archives Direction générale de la SOreté — Alger, p.1-6.

- Jean-Louis Planche Sétif 1945, histoire d’un massacre annoncé Perrin,
Paris 2006.

- Olivier Le Cour Grandmaison: Coloniser, Exterminer: sur la guerre et
I’Etat colonial Paris, Fayard, 2005.

- Annie Rey-Goldzeiguer, Aux origines de la guerre d’Algérie 1940-1945

: de Mers-el-Kébir aux massacres du Nord-Constantinois, Paris, Editions
La Découverte, 2002.
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? Library of Congress: Stars and Stripes: U.S. Military Newspapers.
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“Stars and Stripes, " Algerian Revolt Leaves Thousands Dead ", May 31, 1945.
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® Ibid.
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?Gendarmerie nationale: Rapport du chef d’escadron Duquet,
commandant la compagnie de gendarmerie de Constantine, sur les
troubles survenus dans la région de Guelma, les 8, 9 et 10 mai 1945,
Constantine, 11 mai 1945.

13 Rapport sur les événements de Kherrata (9 mai 1945), 17 juin 1945,
signé Cruz Raymond, Archives Direction genérale de la Sireté — Alger,
p.1-6.

14 Jean-Louis Planche Sétif 1945, histoire d’un massacre annonc¢ Perrin,
Paris 2006.

15 Jean-Pierre Peyroulou: Guelma, 1945. Une subversion francaise dans
I’Algérie coloniale, Préface de Marc-Olivier Baruch, Paris, La
Découverte, 2009.

18 Olivier Le Cour Grandmaison: Coloniser, Exterminer: sur la guerre et
’Etat colonial Paris, Fayard, 2005.

7 Annie Rey-Goldzeiguer, Aux origines de la guerre d’Algérie 1940-
1945 : de Mers-el-Kébir aux massacres du Nord-Constantinois, Paris,
Editions La Découverte, 2002.
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