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Muslims in the Byzantine Empire during the Middle Ages:
Manifestations and Dimensions of Presence
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This article explores the phenomenon of Islamic presence within the
Byzantine Empire from a historical and sociological perspective,
highlighting how this presence was not always marginal or adversarial.
At various points, it represented a significant factor of cultural,
commercial, and religious interaction.Muslim minorities in Byzantium
emerged through war, trade, diplomacy, and at times political asylum.
They primarily settled in cities such as Constantinople, Nicomedia, and
Thrace, forming small communities with distinct religious and
professional identities. Despite restrictions, these communities managed
to preserve their religious practices and, in some cases, build mosques or
prayer spaces. They also played an active role in translation, medicine,
commerce, and diplomatic mediation.

Keywords: | The Byzantine Empire, Islamic minorities, the Middle Ages,
religious coexistence, Christianization.
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