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Arzki EI-Bachir: A Symbol of Resistance and Social Justice in
Kabylie during the Late 19th Century
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Abstract:

In the aftermath of the 1871 uprising and under the weight of harsh
colonial policies and exploitation, a new wave of resistance took shape in
the Kabylie region toward the end of the 19th century. This resistance
was embodied by groups known as the "Outlaws of Honor"—men who
forsook their families and found refuge in the dense forests of Mezrana,
Akfadou, and Yakouren. Retreating into the mountains, they openly
opposed the colonial regime, which branded them as criminals.

Amid this turbulent era, many individuals from noble and maraboutic
lineages emerged as key figures in the fight against colonial rule,
becoming enduring symbols of resistance and defiance. Among them
was Arzki El-Bachir, a descendant of a marabout family from the village
of Ath Goubri, whose revolt stood as a direct challenge to France’s
oppressive governance in the region.

Keywords:

Resistance , Kabylie region, Outlaws of Honor, Arzki El-Bachir.
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AREZKI L’BACHIR

Younes Adli, op-cit, p16
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Lxecution de la bande D'arezki L'bachir

Younes Adli, op-cit, p172
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1- Mezhoura Salhi, & Farida Kaci, Les bandits d’honneur de Kabylie
a la fin du 19eme siecle: Cas des fréres Abdoun d’Ath

Djennad. Revue d’Histoire Meditéranéenne. /(1), 2019, p 41.

2 —Jean Dejeux, Le bandit d’honneur. Encyclopédie Berbére, 9 /
Baal Ben yasla éd sud, Aix En Provence, 1991, PP 1328-1331.

3- Jean Dejeux, Bandit d’honneur dans 'année de 1917-1921,
Revue de 'occident musulman et de la méditerranée —, volume 26,
N1, 1987, PP 53-54.

4- Antonin Plarier, Banditisme et possession fonciére en Algérie,
Revue de I' occident musulman et de la méditerranée, volume 26 N
1, 1978, p 53. http://books.opendition.org/iremam/3729.

5 - Hassina Amrouni, Les bandits d'honneur d'Algerie. Journal of
Memoria n°® 48,5,2016.:// www.memoria.dz/seb-2016/dossier/les-
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6 — Mahfoud Kaddache,. Histoire du nationalisme Algérien, question
national politique Algérienne1919-1952 T 2, éd Enal, Alger, 2010,P
823.

7- Settar Ouatmani Intitulé;Arrezki Elbachir un bandit d’honneur
en Kabylie au 19¢ siecle revue des mondes musulmans et de
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11— Antonin Plairier, op-cit, p41.

12- Colonna, Fanny , La Vie ailleurs. Des «Arabesy en Corsa a la fin
du XIXsiéeel, Arles, Actes Sud, 2015, p 71.

13- Antonin Plairier , op-cit,.p 42 .

14-Robin, Note Historiques Sur La Grand Kabylie, De, 1856-1857,
R.A | T.45,1901 ,pp 474-480.

15- Younes Adli, Arezki L' Bachir Histoire D'honneur, Ouvrage
Edite , A Comte D'auteur , Alger,2001 pp 11-12.

16 - Emile, Violard, Bandits de kabylie , Imprimerie
BaldachinoLarondeViquier, Alger,2004, p 57.

17- Tbid, p 57.

18 - Jules Cambon, Le gouvernement général de I'Algérie (1891-
1897). E. Champion 1918, p82.

19- Alane Mahé, Historre de la grande Kabylie XIXéme et XXéme
siecle: Anthropologie historique de lieu social dans les communautés
algéroises (2nd ed.). EDIF.2000, p293.

20 -Emile Violard, op- cit, p 70 .

21- Alane Sainte-Marie, R éflexion sur le banditisme en Kabylie a la
fin du XIXe siécle: A propos de la Grande Kabylie (1890—-1895).
Recherches Régionales, 234),1982, p150.

— Emile Violard, op- cit, p 70 22
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64.
25 - Settar Ouatmani, op-cite.
26-Emile Violard, op-cit p109.
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28-AOM, 7 G 2.

29-Emile Violard, op-cit p 126.

30 - Dahbia Abrous , op-cite,p 64.

31- Younes Adli, op-cit, p14.

32-Emile Violard, op-cit, p 111.
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34-Ibid. ALO.M,7 G2

35-Emile Violard, op-cit, p70.

36 -Younes Adli, Op. Cit .P17

37-Emile Violard, op. cit .p156.

38- Ibid, p 70.

39- Younes Adli, op. cit .pl17.

40-AOM, 7 G 2.

41-Younes Adli, op. cit .pl7.

42- Lacoste-Dujardine Camile(1955),«Du banditisme comme faire-
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