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The role of the sultans and scholars of the Kingdom of
songhai (1464-1591 AD) in the stability and prosperity of
the Arab-Islamic culture in West Africa
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This research aims to highlight the efforts of the sultans and scholars of
the Kingdom of Songhai in spreading the Arab-Islamic culture in West
Africa. It is the last of the Islamic kingdoms that managed to control the
Abstrac: vast areas located between the Senegal River basin and the Niger River,
and it is considered the most imbued kingdom with Islamic concepts and
culture. And it was Arab in character, because its people embraced Islam,
which entered their kingdom through the Islamic Maghreb, so their culture
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was dyed with the Maghreb culture. And its sultans paid great attention to
spreading knowledge and encouraging scholars and the masses of students,
and thus the current of Islamic culture seemed to flourish in West Africa in
general and the Kingdom of Songhai in particular. The most important
cultural cities settled there, the most famous of which was the city of
Timbuktu, which was a beacon of knowledge in the region and a shelter
for scholars and righteous saints. A spot in which Islam settled throughout
West Africa, so most of the pagan customs were

eliminated, as confirmed in them by honesty and perseverance in prayers,
and interest in memorizing the Noble Qur’an for their children.

Keywords:

Kingdom of songhai; Arab Islamic culture; West Africa; sultan; Scientists.
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