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The artisans' tricks in the Islamic Maghreb during the medieval
period
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During the medieval period, the Islamic Maghreb experienced a
significant development in various crafts, which played a pivotal role in
meeting the needs of both society and the state. Many artisans exerted
considerable effort to produce their goods in the best possible quality and
with the most exquisite appearance. However, this did not prevent some
artisans from resorting to various deceptive practices in the production of
their goods. This study aims to identify the most prominent tricks and
forms of deceit employed by some artisans in the Islamic Maghreb
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during the medieval period. Additionally, the research seeks to highlight
the role and importance of Hisbah books in revealing these tricks and
deceptive practices. The findings of this research indicate that Hisbah
books have provided valuable insight into the many tricks used by some
artisans in the production of their crafts. Furthermore, it was discovered
that Hisbah books are crucial for studying certain social phenomena
(whether virtuous or reprehensible) in the Islamic Maghreb during the
medieval period. These important literary sources also hold great value
in examining the economic conditions and social circumstances of
Islamic societies during this era.

Keywords: | Tricks; Deception; Crafts; Hisbah books; The artisans.
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