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The historical context of the emergence of the Qadiri Creed

(420 AH/1029 AD): An analysis of sectarian conflict and
political utilization
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The 4th and 5th centuries AH (10th and 11th century AD) represent a
highly significant phase in the political and doctrinal conflict between
the Abbasid Caliphate, centered in Baghdad, and the Fatimid Caliphate,
which moved from Mahdia to Cairo, the new capital of the Ismaili Shia,
in 362 AH. The eastward Shiite expansion benefited from the control of
the Shiite Buyid family over the Abbasid caliphs. Additionally, it
developed its propaganda apparatus through its missionaries spread
across various regions under the Sunni Abbasid Caliphate. This
prompted reactions from the Abbasid caliphs, who, despite their
weakened authority, sought to contain and weaken the Shiite expansion
through various means. The doctrinal efforts of the Abbasid Caliph al-
Qadir Billah were notably significant in undermining the Fatimid ideas
and countering their sectarian propaganda.

Caliph al-Qadir Billah worked to achieve victory for the Sunnis by
unifying them as a single intellectual bloc through what became known
Abstrac: | as the "Qadiri Creed." He sought to incorporate various ideas that
emerged in opposition to the Shia, Mu'tazilite, and Kharijite sects. He
also established a framework to overcome the enmity between the
Abbasids and the Umayyads by recognizing the legitimacy of the
Umayyad Caliphate, presenting the Abbasid state as a continuation of a
political and doctrinal project that began with Abu Bakr al-Siddiq and
extended to Caliph al-Qadir himself. To solidify this creed, which was
endorsed by Sunni scholars, he demanded that dissenters renounce their
beliefs, required them to sign statements of their abandonment of deviant
sects, and prohibited them from teaching or debating based on their
previous doctrines. Caliph al-Qa'im continued his father's policy,
reinforcing the Qadiri Creed as the Sunni doctrinal reference for the
Abbasid state, with scholars signing a declaration that this was the belief
of Muslims and that anyone who opposed it was considered impious and
heretical.

Keywords: [ Caliph al-Qadir Billah, Qadiri Creed, Baghdad, Sunnis, Shia,
Ismailis
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