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Women’s Economic Empowerment through Social and Solidarity Economy
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Abstract: Women’s economic empowerment has received increased attention
from those in charge of women’s affairs in the last two decades, efforts to achieve
this goal often involve developing economic alternatives and fostering an enabling
environment, this study aims to explore the social and solidarity economy as a
potential alternative for advancing women’s economic empowerment, by analyzing
the key factors that make social and solidarity economy succeed in creating a
supportive environment for women’s economic empowerment, and highlighting
women’s status within its entities. The study concluded that social and solidarity
economy as a development model based on the philosophy of not exploiting people
and prioritizes them over profit, its entities are considered as a vital actor in
women’s economic empowerment and a framework for woman advancement by
providing training, facilitating her access to decent work, encouraging participatory
and democratic governance that may enable her participation in decision-making
and encourage her to take leadership position, and also by providing access to
affordable finance thus strengthening her financial inclusion.

Keywords: Economic empowerment; entities; social and solidarity economy;
Women.
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