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Elegy and pride in Algerian folk poetry - emotional and aesthetic
representations
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Abstract:

This study explored the foundations of these concepts by identifying the general
characteristics of folk poetry, distinguishing between the themes of elegy and pride,
and then presenting selected poetic examples that highlight the profound emotional
dimensions and diverse artistic imagery characteristic of these two genres. It also
examined the emotional structure of each, studying the emotions associated with
elegiac texts (such as grief, longing, and defeat) and those associated with pride texts
(such as pride, defiance, and boasting). The study demonstrated that Algerian folk
poetry successfully embodied elegy using styles rooted in the local environment,
employing symbols close to the audience's sensibilities, while pride relied on
portraying heroism, generosity, lineage, and connection to the land, emphasizing the
presence of the knight, the tribe, and the freedom fighter in an impassioned and
emotionally charged discourse.
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