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Meaning and Identity in Algerian Popular Poetry: A Semiotic
Approach with “Lalla Torkia”
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Abstract:

This paper examines the Algerian popular poem “Lalla Torkia” through a
semiotic lens, highlighting the deep semantic structures embedded in the text and
showing how popular poetry contributes to consolidating the cultural identity of its
community. The study assumes that meaning in popular poetry is not confined to
its direct dimension but is generated through a network of oppositional pairs that
shape both individual and collective experience. Using semiotic tools—most
notably the semiotic square-the analysis reveals the relationships between opposing

poles and traces the process of meaning construction reflecting Algerian cultural
identity.

Keywords: popular poetry, semiotic approach, identity meaning; semiotic square.
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