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Abstract:

Popular poetry in southwestern Algeria has been able to address nearly every

theme that might come to mind. It has engaged with serious subjects connected to
Algerian history, resistance, and the war of liberation, as well as political issues,
social matters concerning individuals, families, and tribes, social afflictions, and
disputes. At the same time, it has also dealt with simple matters, presenting them in an
elevated artistic form.
This type of poetry continues to parallel classical Arabic poetry in its attention to
musicality, drawing on the nature of the Arabic word, the phonetic resonance of its
letters, and the ability of these letters, when combined, to create a musical pattern that
endows the language with its distinctive acoustic value.
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