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“God” and “Humanity”: An Examination of the Evolution of These Two Concepts in the Context
of Qur'anic Semantic Fields
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Abstract

This study examines the concepts of God and humanity in the Holy Qur’an through
the lens of the semantic fields approach, with the aim of revealing the evolution of their
meanings within the Qur’anic framework and illustrating the impact of context on the
construction of doctrinal and humanistic perceptions. It demonstrates that the term “God”
(al-Jalala) represents the semantic center around which the semantic fields of the Beautiful
Names, Lordship, Mercy, Power, and Guidance are organized, thereby establishing the truth
of monotheism and refuting pre-Islamic conceptions based on polytheism and the worship
of multiple deities. The study also highlights that the concept of humanity is based on
stewardship and divine commission, and that a person’s value is determined by their
relationship with God and their response to revelation. This is demonstrated through an
examination of the examples of the prophets, previous nations, the People of the Book, the
Children of Israel, the disbelievers, the believers, and the hypocrites—as semantic fields
that reveal the paths of guidance and deviation in the Holy Qur’an. The study concludes that
the semantic fields approach is among the most effective methods for analyzing Qur’anic
concepts; as it reveals the internal relationships between words and meanings, highlights the
unity of the conceptual structure of the Qur’anic discourse, and affirms that the Qur’an has
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established an integrated epistemological system that makes Tawhid the foundation for
understanding humanity, the universe, and life, and links belief, values, and behavior within
a coherent semantic framework.:

Keywords: God, human beings, the field, meaning, the pre-Islamic era, the Qur'an
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