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The Impact of Semantic Development on Directing the Quranic Meaning

ABSTRACT: Semantic development highlights a language's vitality and capacity to generate
renewed meanings across cultural contexts. This topic holds particular significance in
Quranic studies, as the Holy Quran shifted numerous Arabic words from their common
lexical meanings to deeper theological, legislative, and ethical dimensions. This research
investigates the impact of semantic development on directing Quranic meaning, examining
key mechanisms such as narrowing, broadening, semantic shift, and metaphor, while
highlighting the context's role in reshaping significance. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study traces selected Quranic terms from pre-Quranic usage to their Quranic
contexts, relying on classical lexicons, exegesis (Tafsir), and modern linguistics. The study
concludes that semantic development enriched the Quranic text, making its comprehension
essential for interpretation and pragmatics, while underscoring a unique aspect of the
Quran's rhetorical inimitability (Ijaz Bayani).

Keywords: Quranic Words, Lexical Significance, Semantic Development, Directing
Meaning.
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