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The Qur’anic miracle in the ‘Uthmanic script

ABSTRACT:The issue of Qur’anic miraculousness in relation to the ‘Uthmanic script has
attracted considerable scholarly attention. This study examines the foundations of the
‘Uthmanic script, the principal claims concerning its miraculous nature, and the major
objections raised against them. It employs a descriptive-analytical approach, supplemented
by the comparative method where appropriate. The findings reveal that scholars differ on
whether the ‘Uthmanic script is tawqifi (divinely ordained) or conventional, leading to
divergent views regarding its miraculous status. Proponents generally classify its
miraculousness into two categories: semantic and numerical. However, both approaches
are open to substantial criticism. The study concludes that claims of miraculousness rest on
a disputed premise. Furthermore, many examples of semantic miraculousness fail to satisfy
the criteria of genuine miraculousness because of methodological inconsistency and
selective application of established principles, and are more appropriately regarded as
rhetorical subtleties. Likewise, numerical miraculousness is largely based on mathematical
patterns that often involve a considerable degree of selectivity in data choice and
arrangement.

Keywords: Qur’anic Miraculousness; Semantic Miraculousness; ‘Uthmanic Script;
Qur’anic Orthography; Numerical Miraculousness.
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