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Modernists and' Intertextuality in the Qur'anic Text (Mechanism and Methodology)

ABSTRACT: Modernists viewed the Holy Quran through the lens of the texts—poetic, rhetorical,
narrative, and certain fragments of sacred writings—that circulated in the Arab environment where
Revelation descended. They delved deeply into a critical study of the Quranic text using the mechanism of
"intertextuality" and tools such as linguistic analysis, philology, and semiotic linguistics. In doing so—
despite acknowledging that the Quran is Divine Revelation rather than human speech—they disregarded
its sacred, aesthetic, and semantic value. They subjected it to interpretive readings that transcended its
structures, meanings, and the legislation intended by the Author of the Revelation (Glory be to Him),
presenting it instead as a tapestry woven from various texts that predated it.

It became evident to us that their aim was not historical, linguistic, or rhetorical knowledge—or the
like—but rather to reinforce the "influence and reception” (*al-athar wa-al-ta’aththur®) methodology.
This is particularly true given that they borrowed their analytical tools from Orientalists, thereby
adopting—along with those tools—the Orientalists' views and biases, and frequently arriving at the same
conclusions.

KEYWORDS: Intertextuality, modernity, the Qur'an, methodology, text
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