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Stylistic genius in the structure of Qur'anic discourse: A study in the secrets of rhetorical harmony.

ABSTRACT: The Holy Quran is the foundational text of Arab- Islamic culture and the eternal miracle
with which God challenged humankind and jinn. Its miraculous nature has endured through the ages,
renewing itself with evolving approaches to understanding and interpretation. The Quranic discourse has
captivated scholars, rhetoricians, and exegetes since the earliest days of Islam, due to its unique
linguistic structure and rhetorical organization. This distinctiveness allows it to transcend the boundaries
of ordinary human expression, reaching a level of eloquence, beauty, and impact unparalleled.

From this emerged the theory of arrangement (nazm) among scholars of rhetoric, most notably Abd al-
Qahir al-Jurjani, as a scholarly attempt to uncover the secrets of harmony between words and meanings,
and to elucidate the aspects of miraculous eloquence inherent in the way the language is structured and
organized. While arrangement represents the essence of the Quran's rhetorical miracle, its stylistic
genius is manifested in the way linguistic elements are organized within the Quranic discourse to produce
multiple meanings and achieve a unique harmony between different levels of expression. The Quran
does not rely on the beauty of individual words or the eloquence of isolated phrases, but rather on an
integrated network of grammatical, semantic, rhythmic, and pragmatic relationships that place each
word in its most specific position and each phrase fulfills a particular function within the overall
structure of the text.

This stylistic genius manifests itself in numerous ways, including the precision of word choice, the
harmony between structure and meaning, the coherence between the parts of verses and chapters, and the
skillful transitions between topics. Furthermore, there is a remarkable interplay between the aesthetic
and functional dimensions of the discourse. Every element in the Quranic text plays a role in constructing
the overall meaning, such that sounds, forms, structures, and figurative language combine to form a
cohesive linguistic fabric through which the unity, coherence, and powerful impact of the text on the
reader are revealed.

Moreover, the rhetorical harmony in the Quranic discourse is not limited to the formal or aesthetic
aspects alone; it extends to achieving the aims of guidance, persuasion, and psychological and emotional
influence. The Quranic discourse addresses both the intellect and the emotions, employing various
expressive means to achieve its pragmatic and educational goals. This makes the study of the Quranic
structure a fundamental entry point for understanding the secrets of its eloquence and the uniqueness of
its style. Therefore, research into the stylistic genius of the Quranic discourse acquires profound
scholarly importance, as it reveals new dimensions of its rhetorical miracle and contributes to
highlighting the characteristics that have made the Holy Quran a supreme model of eloquence and
expression. Based on this premise, this study aims to shed light on the stylistic genius in the structure of
the Quranic discourse by exploring the manifestations of rhetorical coherence and the mechanisms of
meaning production, thus highlighting the Quranic text's uniqueness and distinction in constructing
meaning and achieving impact.

Consequently, the central question posed here is: How is the stylistic genius manifested in the structure
of the Quranic discourse through the mechanisms of rhetorical coherence, and what is the effect of this
on achieving its miraculous nature and influencing the recipient?

To address all aspects of this topic, I will adopt the appropriate descriptive-analytical method to
uncover the mechanisms of rhetorical coherence in the structure of the Quranic discourse. The treatment
of the problem raised resulted in a number of results, the most important of which is that the stylistic
genius in the Qur’anic discourse clarifies the miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an. This stylistic genius
revolves around five levels: the phonetic, lexical, syntactic, semantic, and rhetorical levels.
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