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The Structural Architecture of Surah Yusuf
An Approach to Stylistic Coherence and Thematic Unity

ABSTRACT: This research paper seeks to explore the architectural aesthetics and textual
architecture of Surah Yusuf (peace be upon him), and to elucidate the linguistic and semantic
mechanisms that lend it its organic unity and perfect harmony. The study is based on the
hypothesis that the surah, as ‘“the best of stories,”, presents a unique model of structural
composition based on symmetry, gradation, and contrast. The approach is grounded in a stylistic
reading that aims to reveal the aesthetics of the overall coherence of the surah’s architectural
structure without compromising the specificity and sanctity of the Qur anic text.

In the first part of the study, we will examine the overall structure of the surah by analyzing its
architectural design, which manifests itself through several elements such as the circular
structure and narrative symmetry. As for the stylistic aspect, the study investigates tools of verbal
and semantic coherence, such as reference and ellipsis, revealing their role as a robust linguistic
structure that reinforces the surah’s overall structure.

KEYWORDS: textual coherence, reference, geometric architecture, textual harmony, circular
structure, Surah Yusuf
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