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The Aesthetics of Quranic Reception in Contemporary Inimitability Scholarship: Sayyid Qutb’s
Exegesis Fi dhilal al-Quran as a Case Study

This study examines the aesthetic and critical approach in Sayyid Qutb’s commentary In the Shade of the
Qur'an through the lens of Reception Aesthetics and Reader-Response Theory. The paper analyzes the
mechanisms of narrative depiction, figurative representation of abstract concepts, phonetic harmony, and
narrative polyphony within the Qur'anic text. The findings reveal Qutb’s ability to highlight "clean
artistic realism" and rhythmic shifts that reshape the reader's horizon of expectations, engaging the
recipient in filling "textual gaps" and constructing holistic meaning. Ultimately, the study demonstrates
the convergence of rhetorical and theological dimensions in delivering a profound aesthetic experience.

KEYWORDS: Sayyid Qutb, In the Shade of the Qur'an, Reception Aesthetics, Rhetorical Imagery,
Horizon of Expectations.
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