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ABSTRACT:

Questions concerning the understanding of religion are renewed in every historical period
according to intellectual and epistemological transformations. Within this framework,
Malek Chebel’s project offers a contemporary approach to reading the religious text by
examining the nature of the Qur’anic text and the mechanisms of its interpretation. Chebel
views the Qur’an as a text rich in layers of meaning, combining explicit meanings with
symbolic dimensions, making it open to renewed interpretations. He employs modern
approaches to uncover its cultural and human dimensions, particularly by considering
Qur’anic narratives as symbolic structures that go beyond their direct historical
function.The article highlights the importance of tafsir in Chebel’s project, as he considers
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it a valuable epistemological and methodological resource for understanding the Qur’an,
emphasizing the contributions of exegetes, especially Imam al-Tabari, while rejecting
interpretations detached from the linguistic and historical foundations of the text.The
study concludes that the uniqueness of Malek Chebel’s project lies in reconciling modern
approaches with the Islamic exegetical heritage, presenting a contemporary reading of the
religious text based on the interaction between the Qur’an, interpretation, and human
reason.

Keywords:

Religious text, The Holy Qur’an, Contemporary interpretation, Qur’anic exegesis,
Modernist readings.
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