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yntactic-Semantic Interaction in Quranic Composition: A Reading of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's
Theory in Light of Statistical Stylistics

ABSTRACT: This intervention proceeds from the idea that Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani's
theory of "al-Nazm" (composition), with its ability to explain the syntactic-semantic
interaction in the Holy Quran, remains open to dialogue with the latest linguistic
approaches. From a theoretical perspective, the paper seeks to reread this theory in light
of contemporary statistical stylistics, which provides quantitative tools to uncover patterns
of composition and measure interactions between the syntactic and semantic levels. The
study discusses the theoretical foundations of al-Nazm, the potentials and challenges of
statistical stylistics in the Quranic context, and then proposes a model of contemporary
"compositional stylistics"” that combines al-Jurjani's rhetorical intuition with the tools of
statistical analysis. It concludes that this integration can open a new horizon for the study
of the Quran's rhetorical inimitability, provided that statistics remain a servant of the text,
not a judge over it.

Keywords : Theory of al-Nazm, Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Statistical Stylistics, Syntactic-
Semantic Interaction, Quranic Inimitability.
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