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Historical Narrative and the Safeguarding of Identity: The TV Series Saladin as a
Case Study

ABSTRACT:

Contemporary Arab drama is witnessing a conscious turn toward invoking history,
viewing it as a repository of civilizational values and an inspiring source that reflects the
luminous milestones in the trajectory of the Arab and Islamic nation. This invocation
transcends a mere dry, documentary dimension; rather, it serves as an axiological
reservoir and intellectual catalyst aimed at mobilizing resolve and reshaping the collective
consciousness—particularly among the youth—toward adhering to a cultural and
religious identity that rejects dependency and aspires to dignity and sovereignty.

This study seeks to provide an intellectual and analytical reading of the mechanisms
through which Syrian drama utilizes historical narrative, transforming it into a value-
driven visual discourse that contributes to the "safeguarding of identity." Furthermore, it
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aims to deepen awareness that the current existential challenges facing the nation are a
direct extension of past conflicts, despite shifting faces and changing mechanisms.
Accordingly, the study adopts the TV series Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi as a case study to
deconstruct its intellectual dimensions and value-oriented messages.
Research Objectives:

Rooting Identity: Connecting the collective consciousness of the contemporary nation to
its glorious, value-driven past through the dramatic medium.

The Civilizational Efficacy of Art: Highlighting the philosophical and educational value
of historical drama in reconstructing collective memory.

Behavioral and Value Modeling: Transforming historical stances and their underlying
virtues (such as justice, unity, resistance, and fidelity to covenants) into living archetypes
to be emulated in the nation's contemporary reality.

Keywords: Historical Narrative;, Contemporary Syrian Drama; Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi;
Civilizational Identity; Islamic and Arab Values.
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