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The presence of the desert in Abdel-Rachid Hemisi’s novel The Atheist Bakiou Ibn
Yakdan — protection of memory and the identity of loss.

ABSTRACT: The desert space associated with the collective memory of man has been
present in the Algerian narrative imagination. In fact, we can easily notice its presence in
a series of novels that participated in establishing the desert novel. Additionally, it
chronicled the desert environment to protect this spatial memory from being lost.

Since the novelist Abdel Rachid Hemissi belongs to this cultural component ethnically, he
interrogated the memory of that space. He also summoned what was associated with this
lost paradise to build his imaginary world 'The Atheist Baqi Bin Yaqzan'. From this
standpoint, I called my intervention 'The Presence of the Desert in the Novel of the Atheist
Bagqi Bin Yaqzan to Protect Memory and Identity from Loss' in an effort to monitor the
semantic and philosophical dimensions of this component.

Keywords: Desert, Desert Novel, Identity, Memory, Atheist.
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