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Abstract:

Historical writing among Muslim scholars developed in a
close and interwoven relationship with the sciences of
Prophetic Hadith. This relationship emerged from the latter’s
employment of critical methodologies—both transmitted
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(naqgli) and rational (‘aqli)—aimed at verifying reports and
historical narratives, whether through examining the chains of
transmission (isnads) or by critically analyzing the texts (matn)
that constitute the substance of those reports.
This critical methodological framework represents a
paradigmatic link between the sciences of Hadith and the
discipline of history. Moreover, many historians were
simultaneously hadith scholars, which enabled them to apply
hadith-critical methods to the study of history and related
fields. This methodological interaction persisted across several
historical periods, shaping Islamic historiography and
contributing to its rigor and reliability.

Keywords: Hadith Studies; Criticism; History; Isnad;
Matn; Technical Terminology; Evaluation of Testimony;
Context; Corroborating Reports (Mutaba‘at); Transmitters;
Authentication; al-Jarh wa al-Ta“dil
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