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Abstract:

The article critically examines selected chapters of Ahmed Salman’s book, From Seed to Fruit:
Pages from the History of Shiism in Tunisia, assessing the consistency of the criteria he uses
to evaluate historical narratives. It argues that applying the author’s own criteria may require
reconsidering some of his conclusions, particularly his claim that Imami Shiism existed in
Ifrigiya before the establishment of the Fatimid state. Using an analytical and comparative
approach, the study examines the criterion of temporal proximity to the event in two
accounts: the entry of al-Hasan and al-Husayn into Ifrigiya, and the account of Abu Sufyan
and al-Hulwani. The author rejects the first account because its transmitter lived after the
event, while accepting the second despite the same issue, without providing a sufficient
methodological justification for this difference. The study concludes that the problem lies not
in the criterion itself, but in its inconsistent application, which weakens the evidential
strength of the conclusions. It emphasizes that methodological consistency and the
application of the same critical standards to all evidence are essential for ensuring objectivity
and strengthening the scholarly value of historical research.

Keywords: Shiism in Tunisia; methodological criticism; historical narratives; Ahmad

Salman; methodological consistency.
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