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Abstract:
The research studied and analyzed the mechanisms of invoking the “absent text” with its

diverse references in the discourse of graffiti writings during the genocidal war on the Gaza

Strip (2023 AD), and it consisted of two main sections; the first focused on “religious and
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heritage references” by monitoring and deducing the meanings of Qur'anic verses, prophetic
hadiths, and religious symbols that alleviated the burden of material loss and turned it into a
doctrinal bond. The second section focuses on “literary and historical references” by
deconstructing the semiotics of poetic quotations and the statements of engaged leaders and
intellectuals, as well as the popular and field expressions and terms that emerged from the
heart of the battle and transformed into "visual icons." These icons contributed to the
globalization of the Gazan graffiti discourse and the preservation of Palestinian memory
from erasure. The research employs an integrated methodology combining semiotics and
symbol deconstruction with visual discourse analysis of circulated digital images,
culminating in a conclusion that outlines the most prominent findings and
recommendations, along with a bibliography.

Keywords: The missing text, graffiti, Gaza war, references, historical, literary.
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