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Abstract:

This study examines anomalousexamples of the direct object in light of the Theory of
LinguisticResidue and Usage Preference. It addresses the problem of grammatical

boundariesthatrely on formal markers ratherthanessential criteriawhendealingwiththe
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directobject and its non-canonical linguistic attestations. The studyfocuses on direct-object
constructions because the direct objectrepresents the broadestcategoryamong the objects of
the verb, encompassingnumerousexamples of both canonical and non-canonical linguistic
performance.

One of the mostsignificantfindings of the studyisthatanomalousexamples of the direct
object- and similarlinguisticexamples-  constituteforms of linguistic ~performance
thatfallwithin the domain of linguisticresidue. These are spontaneousutterancesproduced by
native speakers and motivated by contextualfactorsthatlegitimizetheircontextualpreference
in usage, such as creating surprise or attracting the listener’s attention. Therefore, their value
should not bediminished by viewingthemmerely as anomalousforms;rather,
theyshouldberecognized  as meaningfullinguistic ~ performances  withlegitimate
communicative functions.

Keywords: direct object, essential markers, formal markers, OptimalityTheory, residue

(al-mutabaqgq).
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