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Abstract:
The aim of this study was to develop a comprehensive conceptual framework for the concept
of recreational services, and to identify and analyze the planning criteria that govern their
locations, such as spatial scope, distance, and per capita allocation. To achieve this, the study
employed a descriptive approach based on a review of the literature and planning
documents, as well as the application of global theories and Iraqi regulations.
The body of the study was divided into two sections; the first addressed the concepts of
recreational services, their spatial levels, and their psychological, environmental, social, and
educational significance. The second section focused on standard planning criteria based on
area and population in Iraq, and green space strategies such as the “seizing opportunities”
strategy and the sustainability of green areas.
The study reached several key findings, most notably the need to shift the philosophy of
recreational services and the importance of regular maintenance of facilities to prevent their
deterioration and loss of appeal. The study concluded by presenting clear and specific
recommendations calling for the development of social clubs and museums, stricter
oversight of maintenance to prevent severe deterioration, and the activation of secondary
tourism investment to increase the per capita share of green spaces in line with global
indicators
Keywords: recreational services, recreational service standards, opportunity-seizing strategy,

green spaces.
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