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Abstract:

This study analyzes the transformations in Algerian foreign policy and security doctrine
toward the African Sahel region between 2020 and 2026, amid escalating complex crises
and transboundary threats. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and a case study
approach, the study applies the Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT) by Barry Buzan
and Ole Waver to deconstruct the structural interdependence between Algerian national
security and the regional stability of its southern neighbors. The paper addresses how
Algerian diplomacy balances its core constitutional principles with the imperatives of
"proactive deterrence” to adapt to shifting dynamics—most notably the emergence of the
Alliance of Sahel States (AES), the proliferation of international actors and private military
companies, and the shift toward strategic development partnerships. The findings indicate
that Algeria’s updated framework successfully merges politico-military deterrence along its
borderlands with proactive developmental diplomacy, necessitating the recalibration of
itstraditional mediation tools to sustain regional stability.

Keywords: Algerian Foreign Policy; Regional Security; African Sahel; Regional Security

Complex Theory; Proactive Deterrence; Alliance of Sahel States (AES).
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