
 

 

EL Nawah Journal For Economic Studiesــــــــــــ                           Vol 01, N° 01, (June,2026 / (22-37) 

22 

The relationship between regional development and the investment climate 

 - a theoretical and analytical study in Algeria - 

 - الجزائر في وتحليلية نظرية دراسة - الاستثمار ومناخ الإقليمية التنمية بين العلاقة

 Pr.Laoufi Hakima1,*, Pr. Benounissa Leila. 2 

1 University of Mustapha stambouli mascara(Algeria), h.laoufi@univ-mascara.dz 

2University of Mustapha stambouli mascara(Algeria), l.benounissa@univ-mascara.dz 

  

Received: 07/05/2026 ; Accepted : 16/05/2026 Published: 01/06/2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
*h.laoufi@univ-mascara.dz 

 

Abstract: This study aims to analyze the relationship between the investment climate and regional 
development in Algeria, from both theoretical and applied perspectives, within the context of the 
state's efforts to achieve a balanced distribution of economic activity and reduce regional 
disparities. Economic literature highlights that improving the investment climate is a key driver for 
promoting domestic and foreign investment, increasing employment opportunities, and supporting 
economic growth. It also contributes to the utilization of local resources and the achievement of 

sustainable development at the regional level. 

Theoretically, the research clarifies that regional development is not merely a distribution of 
economic resources, but rather an integration process between economic policies and investment 
environment indicators. This integration enables the transformation of a region's natural, human, 
and spatial assets into effective development opportunities. The research also indicates that the 
investment climate encompasses an institutional dimension (legal stability and governance), 
suitable infrastructure, investment incentives, and factors that attract capital—all elements that 
directly influence the capacity of regions to achieve development. 

Keywords: Investment climate, regional development, foreign direct investment, business 
environment, regional disparities. 
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Introduction : 

Investment climate is a multidimensional concept that defines the environment in which firms, 

investors, and entrepreneurs operate. It encompasses economic stability, institutional quality, 

political risk, infrastructure, human capital, and access to markets. A favorable investment climate 

stimulates capital inflows, encourages entrepreneurship, and promotes productivity growth, which 

are critical for regional development. 

Regional development refers to the process of enhancing the economic, social, and infrastructural 

conditions of a specific geographic area. It focuses on reducing disparities between regions, 

promoting employment, improving quality of life, and fostering sustainable growth. The link 

between investment climate and regional development is crucial: regions with attractive investment 

environments are more likely to experience rapid development, whereas poorly equipped regions 

may face stagnation or decline. 

Despite significant policy efforts, disparities in regional development persist. Certain regions, 

especially urban and industrial hubs, attract the bulk of investments, while peripheral or rural 

regions lag behind due to institutional weaknesses, poor infrastructure, or lack of skilled labor. 

Understanding the theoretical foundations and practical mechanisms connecting investment climate 

and regional development is essential for policymakers and investors aiming to foster balanced and 

inclusive growth. 

This research explores the theoretical framework linking investment climate and regional 

development. It examines the core elements of investment climate, analyzes their influence on 

regional growth, and discusses policy recommendations to enhance regional investment 

attractiveness. 

Regional disparities remain a critical challenge worldwide. While some regions experience rapid 

economic growth and development, others struggle to attract investment and improve living 

standards. Key problems include: 

1. Unequal distribution of investment across regions. 

2. Institutional and governance weaknesses limiting investor confidence. 

3. Insufficient infrastructure and inadequate human capital. 
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4. Limited integration of regional economies into national and global markets. 

Research questions: 

• What are the theoretical foundations of investment climate and its determinants? 

• How do institutional, infrastructural, and human capital factors influence regional 

development? 

• What are the mechanisms through which investment climate affects regional economic 

performance? 

• Which policies and strategies can reduce regional disparities and enhance development 

outcomes? 

1. Conceptual Foundations of Investment Climate 

1.1 Definition and Core Dimensions 

Investment climate is defined as the overall quality of the economic, institutional, political, and 

infrastructural environment in which investment decisions are made (World Bank, 2019). It has five 

core dimensions: 

1. Economic Environment: macroeconomic stability, market size, access to resources, 

inflation rates, and financial market development. 

2. Institutional and Governance Environment: rule of law, property rights, anti-corruption 

measures, regulatory quality. 

3. Political Stability: political risk, consistency of policies, security. 

4. Infrastructure: transport, energy, digital connectivity, logistics. 

5. Human Capital: education, skills, health, innovation capability. 

A favorable investment climate reduces risks, lowers transaction costs, and encourages both 

domestic and foreign investment. 

1.2 Institutional Quality and Governance 

Institutions are a critical determinant of investment climate. According to North (1990) and 

Acemoglu & Robinson (2012), strong institutions enforce contracts, protect property rights, and 
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reduce uncertainty, thus fostering investor confidence. Weak institutions lead to higher transaction 

costs, corruption, and risk, deterring investment. 

Example: Singapore and Switzerland have robust institutions, leading to high investment 

attractiveness, while regions with bureaucratic inefficiency and corruption struggle to attract capital. 

1.3 Infrastructure and Human Capital 

Infrastructure reduces operational and logistical costs, improves market access, and enhances 

productivity. Human capital, as emphasized in Romer’s endogenous growth theory (1990), drives 

innovation and long-term economic growth. A region with a skilled workforce and advanced 

infrastructure is more likely to attract knowledge-intensive industries and foreign direct investment 

(FDI). 

Example: Germany’s Baden-Württemberg region demonstrates how infrastructure and skilled labor 

attract high-tech industries and innovation clusters. 

1.4 Measurement of Investment Climate 

Several indices evaluate investment climate, including: 

• World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business: measures regulatory efficiency for businesses. 

• Global Competitiveness Index (World Economic Forum): assesses institutional quality, 

infrastructure, and innovation capacity. 

• UNCTAD’s Investment Policy Framework: evaluates investment policies and regulatory 

frameworks. 

Combining quantitative indicators with qualitative assessments provides a comprehensive picture of 

regional investment environments. 

2. Theoretical Approaches to Regional Development 

2.1 Classical and Neoclassical Growth Theories 

Classical economists (Smith, 1776; Ricardo, 1817) emphasized capital accumulation, labor 

productivity, and trade. Neoclassical theory (Solow, 1956) introduced technology as a key driver of 
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growth and predicted convergence between regions with similar characteristics. However, in 

practice, regions with higher initial capital and infrastructure often continue to attract more 

investment, resulting in persistent disparities. 

2.2 Endogenous Growth Theory 

Endogenous growth theory (Romer, 1990; Lucas, 1988) highlights the role of innovation, 

knowledge spillovers, and human capital in fostering growth. Regions that invest in education, 

R&D, and technology create a virtuous cycle, attracting investment that reinforces development. 

Example: Silicon Valley in the USA is a prime illustration of how human capital and innovation 

ecosystems attract sustained high-tech investment. 

2.3 New Economic Geography 

Krugman (1991) emphasized spatial concentration of economic activities. Agglomeration 

economies create clusters where firms benefit from proximity, shared infrastructure, and knowledge 

spillovers. Peripheral regions may face capital flight, depopulation, and stagnation, highlighting the 

importance of balanced regional policies. 

2.4 Cluster and Innovation Theories 

Porter (1990) suggested that geographic concentration of firms enhances competitiveness through 

shared resources, skilled labor, and innovation networks. Establishing regional clusters can 

transform local economies, attract FDI, and create sustainable jobs. 

3. Linking Investment Climate to Regional Development 

3.1 Mechanisms of Influence 

Investment climates influence regional development through several channels: 

1. Capital inflows: domestic and foreign investments increase production capacity. 

2. Job creation: investments stimulate employment and income generation. 

3. Productivity enhancement: advanced infrastructure and human capital improve efficiency. 
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4. Innovation and knowledge spillovers: high-quality investments foster innovation 

ecosystems. 

A strong investment climate is a prerequisite for regions to achieve sustainable growth and 

competitiveness. 

3.2 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

FDI brings financial capital, technology, and managerial expertise. Regions with favorable 

investment climates attract higher FDI, which supports infrastructure development, industrial 

diversification, and innovation capacity. 

Example: Eastern European countries such as Poland and Czech Republic attracted FDI due to 

improved governance, regulatory reforms, and EU integration. 

3.3 Local Governance and Decentralization 

Decentralized governance allows regions to implement policies suited to local conditions. Effective 

regional institutions reduce risks and enhance investor confidence. 

Example: Germany’s federal structure allows states to adapt policies and attract investment 

according to local strengths. 

3.4 Case Studies 

• Developed Region: Baden-Württemberg (Germany) – strong institutions, skilled workforce, 

industrial clusters, high FDI. 

• Developing Region: Sub-Saharan Africa – infrastructure gaps, institutional weaknesses, 

low investment inflows. 

Comparing these cases demonstrates how investment climate elements directly affect regional 

development outcomes. 
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4. Challenges and Constraints 

4.1 Institutional Weaknesses 

Corruption, lack of transparency, and weak enforcement of property rights deter investors and 

reduce development potential. 

4.2 Infrastructure Gaps 

Limited transport, energy, and ICT infrastructure increase operational costs and reduce investment 

attractiveness. 

4.3 Policy and Regulatory Barriers 

Unstable taxation, bureaucratic red tape, and inconsistent regulations create uncertainty. 

4.4 Globalization and Regional Disparities 

Global integration benefits competitive regions but may marginalize less-developed areas, widening 

the regional development gap. 

5. Policy Implications and Recommendations 

5.1 Improving Regional Investment Climate 

• Strengthen institutions, reduce corruption, improve regulatory frameworks. 

• Develop infrastructure: roads, ports, energy, digital connectivity. 

• Support human capital development: education, vocational training, R&D. 

5.2 Public–Private Partnerships (PPP) 

PPP can mobilize private resources for infrastructure, enhance service delivery, and reduce 

government expenditure. 

5.3 Innovation Ecosystems and Clusters 



 

 

Name and Surname of author or authors  

29 

Invest in innovation hubs, science parks, and regional clusters to attract high-tech industries and 

skilled labor. 

5.4 Promoting Balanced and Inclusive Growth 

• Support peripheral and rural regions through incentives, SME support, and microfinance. 

• Ensure equitable distribution of investments to reduce regional disparities. 

6. Analysis of the relationship between the investment climate and regional development in 

Algeria 

The concept of investment climate — broadly defined as the set of economic, institutional, 

regulatory, infrastructural and social-political conditions that affect the decision of investors to 

commit capital — is increasingly seen as a critical determinant of both foreign direct investment 

(FDI) and domestic investment, which in turn can drive sustainable regional development. 

In the context of Algeria, regional development (or *développement régional/جھوي) concerns the 

equitable growth of different provinces (wilayas) and regions, reduction of territorial disparities, job 

creation, infrastructure improvement and diversification away from hydrocarbon dependence. 

The objective of this paper is to analyse how the investment climate in Algeria influences regional 

development — what are the mechanisms, the empirical relationships, the regional specificities, and 

what results or outcomes can be observed. 

6.1 Investment climate 

Key dimensions of investment climate often include: 

• Institutional quality (rule of law, corruption levels, property rights) 

• Regulatory/business environment (ease of doing business, administrative procedures, tax 

regime) 

• Economic openness (trade openness, financial openness) 

• Infrastructure (transport, energy, telecommunications) 

• Macro-economic stability (inflation, exchange rate, fiscal health) 

• Human capital and innovation capacity. 
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These dimensions influence investors’ perceptions of risk and return, and thus they affect the flow 

of investments (both domestic and foreign) and their spatial allocation (which regions attract them). 

6.2 Regional development 

Regional development involves a variety of outcomes: growth of GDP per capita by region, 

employment creation, reduction of regional disparities, diversification of economic base, improved 

living conditions. Investment is one of the key drivers of regional development: through new firms, 

infrastructure, spill-overs, technology transfer, job creation, etc. 

6.3 Linking investment climate → investment flows → regional development 

The hypothesised chain is: 

1. A better investment climate leads to more and better-quality investment (domestic & 

foreign) in a region. 

2. Investment creates economic activity, jobs, infrastructure, technology spill-overs. 

3. These effects drive regional growth, raise incomes, reduce disparities, enhance human 

development. 

4. Conversely, a weak investment climate can deter investments, worsen regional inequalities, 

hinder growth in less-favoured regions. 

However, the spatial dimension matters: regions differ in endowments (natural resources, 

infrastructure, human capital), and a favourable investment climate at national level may not 

translate evenly to all regions — which leads to uneven regional development. 

6.4 The Investment Climate in Algeria: Key Features and Empirical Evidence 

Key features and challenges 

From a number of recent studies on Algeria: 

• Institutional quality: A study found that the institutional investment climate in Algeria 

remains weaker compared to selected Arab countries, impacting FDI attraction.  
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• Business climate & regulation: Research on Algeria’s tourism investment noted that the 

business environment (ease of doing business, legal/regulatory framework) influences 

tourism investment positively. 

• Dependence on hydrocarbons, policy instability, bureaucratic hurdles: One recent work 

noted that reforms notwithstanding, structural challenges persist (bureaucracy, financing, 

sectoral concentration).  

• Trade openness & macroeconomic factors: Empirical study (2000-2019) found openness has 

a strong positive effect on FDI in Algeria.  

Thus, while Algeria has taken steps to improve its investment climate (new laws, investment 

promotion agencies, regional forums) the evidence suggests significant constraints remain. 

Empirical evidence on investment climate → investment flows 

Some key findings: 

• The study covering 2000-2019 for Algeria found: per capita GDP, openness index and 

political stability are independent variables influencing FDI; openness index had a strong 

positive effect — a unit increase in openness index ceteris paribus increases FDI by ~2.55%.  

• A panel study (2002-2018) found that trade openness, per capita GDP, domestic investment, 

financial development and labour force had positive impacts on FDI; but human 

development index and exchange rate had negative impacts (perhaps unexpectedly).  

• Another analytical study concluded that Algeria’s amendments to improve the investment 

climate have not yet yielded FDI inflows at hoped-levels, and stronger reforms remain 

required.  

Thus there is empirical support for the relationship between a better investment climate and higher 

investment flows — though the translation into regional outcomes is less studied. 

6.5 Empirical evidence on investment and regional development 

Though fewer studies focus specifically on “regional development” in Algeria linked to investment 

climate, some insights are available: 
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• The study on the tourism sector (1990-2020) found that business climate indicators 

(economic growth, economic freedom, human development index) had a positive long-term 

joint integration with tourism investment in Algeria. This implies that improving the 

investment climate fosters sectoral investment which can support regional development 

(tourism being regionally located).  

• The broader analytical work (2018-2022) shows FDI contributes to economic development 

in Algeria, but obstacles in the investment climate reduce the effectiveness of these flows.  

Thus, while region-specific studies are limited, the chain from investment climate → investment → 

development appears valid, though regionally uneven. 

6.6 Relationship between Investment Climate & Regional Development in Algeria 

Based on the evidence, the relationship in Algeria can be characterised as follows: 

• Positive linkage: Regions that offer better investment climate features (good infrastructure, 

stable local governance, incentives, openness) are more likely to attract investment, which in 

turn fosters regional growth. 

• Regional disparity risk: Because investment climate quality varies across regions (for 

example, coastal vs interior, north vs south, hydrocarbon-rich vs others), regional 

development outcomes may diverge, leading to territorial inequalities. 

• Sectoral concentration: Much investment (especially foreign) is in resource-rich or major 

infrastructure zones rather than evenly across all regions, so some localities benefit 

disproportionately. 

• Institutional & infrastructural bottlenecks: In regions where institutional capacity is 

weaker, bureaucratic delays are longer, infrastructure is poorer, the investment climate is 

less favourable; these become obstacles for regional development. 

• Need for complementary factors: A favourable investment climate alone may not suffice; 

complementary factors (human capital, connectivity, clusters, local entrepreneurship) matter 

to turn investment into sustainable regional development. 

Mechanisms through which investment climate supports regional development 

• Job creation: Investments generate employment locally, boosting incomes and demand. 
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• Infrastructure spill-over: Projects often bring transport/energy/telecom infrastructure that 

benefits wider region. 

• Technology and skills transfer: Investors may bring new technologies or training, 

enhancing local capacity. 

• Diversification: Improved climate helps attract non-hydrocarbon investment, enabling 

economic diversification of regions. 

• Regional linkages and multiplier effects: Supply-chain linkages and local procurement 

strengthen regional economy. 

Challenges and barriers in Algeria’s context 

• Uneven regional institutional capacity: Some wilayas may lack administrative capacity to 

implement reforms, making the investment climate weaker. 

• Infrastructure gaps in remote regions: Transport, logistics or connectivity deficits raise 

cost of investment in interior/southern regions. 

• Hydrocarbon dependency: Regions that are not hydrocarbon-rich may struggle to attract 

investment if the national economy is centred on oil & gas. 

• Regulatory uncertainty and bureaucracy: Delays, complexity of permits, inconsistent 

policy reduce effectiveness of reforms. 

• Human capital & local linkages: Regions lacking skilled workforce or local industrial base 

may attract limited investment and benefits may leak out. 

• Spatial concentration of investment: Tendency for investment to cluster in major cities or 

coastal areas can widen regional gaps. 

 

Results Empirical Findings for Algeria 

From the literature reviewed, here are some of the principal results relevant to Algeria: 

• A strong openness index (trade liberalisation) is significantly positively associated with 

higher FDI inflows.  

• The investment climate still suffers from institutional weakness, and improvements in 

legislation/regulation have yet to fully translate into large FDI increases.  
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• For the tourism investment study, a positive long-term relationship between business 

climate indicators and tourism investment was found — indicating that even sector-specific 

regional investments respond to the climate.  

• The investment environment in Algeria between 2010-2023 shows that despite reforms, 

structural barriers remain, reducing the translation of investment into regional development.  

• There is limited direct empirical work measuring regional (wilaya-by-wilaya) effects of 

investment climate improvements; much of the data is national aggregated. This suggests a 

gap in the literature. 

 

Implications for Regional Development Policy 

Based on the analysis, the following implications emerge for regional development in Algeria: 

• Tailored regional investment climate reforms: National reforms are essential but regions 

differ — thus one size does not fit all. Regions need targeted measures to uplift local 

institutions, infrastructure, services. 

• Decentralisation/empowerment of regional bodies: To improve investment climate 

locally, regional administrations (wilayas) need capacity and autonomy to streamline 

procedures, provide incentives, coordinate infrastructure. 

• Focus on connectivity and infrastructure in lagging regions: Improving transport, digital 

connectivity, energy links to remote zones is vital to make the investment climate 

competitive. 

• Diversification beyond hydrocarbons: Regions should attract non-hydrocarbon investment 

(tourism, agriculture, renewable energy, manufacturing) which often promote more 

inclusive regional development. 

• Encouraging domestic investment as well as FDI: Domestic investors often have better 

local knowledge; improving climate for SMEs and local entrepreneurs fosters regional 

spill-overs. 

• Monitoring regional disparities: Collect regional-level data on investment climate, 

investment flows, outcomes (employment, incomes) so policy can identify lagging regions 

and intervene. 
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• Promoting local linkages and human capital: Regions should invest in education/training 

and link investment to local suppliers to maximise developmental impact. 

Limitations & Gaps 

• Much of the existing empirical work focuses on national aggregates (FDI, investment 

climate) rather than region/wilaya-specific outcomes. 

• Data constraints: Regional level data on investment climate indicators, infrastructure 

endowments, institutional quality is limited in Algeria. 

• Causality: While associations exist, establishing robust causal links (investment climate 

improvements → investment → regional growth) remains challenging. 

• Heterogeneity: Regions differ greatly in natural resource endowments, geography and 

historical infrastructure, so generalisations should be cautious. 

7. Conclusion 

The investment climate is a multidimensional concept, encompassing economic, institutional, 

infrastructural, and human capital factors. Its quality significantly determines regional development 

outcomes. Strong institutions, skilled labor, quality infrastructure, and sound policies attract 

investment, promote innovation, and generate sustainable economic growth. Addressing regional 

disparities requires a combination of governance reforms, infrastructure development, human 

capital investment, and targeted regional policies. Future research should focus on empirical 

assessment of investment climate indicators and longitudinal studies of regional development 

outcomes. 

In summary, the relationship between the investment climate and regional development in Algeria 

is positive and significant in theory and partially supported by empirical evidence: a better 

investment climate helps attract investments, which can drive regional economic development. 

However, in practice, the translation is uneven due to regional disparities in infrastructure, 

institutions, resource endowments and sectoral concentration (e.g., hydrocarbon-rich zones versus 

others). To ensure inclusive regional development, Algeria needs a regionally differentiated 

approach to improving investment climate, coupled with decentralised capacity building, 

infrastructure upgrading, diversification of investment sources, and rigorous monitoring of regional 

outcomes. 
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