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abstract:

This article examines the theory of the “Solitary” in the philosophy of Ibn Bajja through a philosophical approach
centered on its relation to history and the consciousness of the future. The study seeks to reinterpret the concept of
the Solitary beyond traditional ethical and individualistic readings. It is grounded in a central problematique that
investigates the extent to which the Solitary can be understood as an expression of philosophical awareness of
historical crisis, a strategy for preserving the continuity of reason within a declining civilization, and a horizon for
reflecting on the possibility of achieving human perfection in the future.

The study adopts an analytical and hermeneutical methodology in its reading of Tadbir al-Mutawahhid
and several of Ibn Bajja’s philosophical epistles, while also employing a historical approach to contextualize the
political and intellectual circumstances in which this conception emerged in al-Andalus. The article further analyzes
the concepts of the non-virtuous city, intellectual perfection, philosophical solitude, and the relationship between
reason and history in order to uncover the theoretical structure underlying the idea of the Solitary as the bearer of
humanity’s rational future.

The article demonstrates that the solitude of the Solitary does not signify a passive withdrawal from
society or history; rather, it represents a critical stance toward a reality in which the city has lost the conditions of
rational order. Accordingly, the Solitary becomes a philosophical model aimed at preserving the possibility of reason
and knowledge during periods of civilizational decline, making the rational individual a mediator between the crisis
of the present and the possibilities of the future. The study also shows that Ibn Bajja’s conception of history is not
based on a linear understanding of events, but rather on an awareness of the possibility of transcending historical
reality through the establishment of intellectual and cognitive conditions for perfection.

The study concludes that Ibn Bajja’s philosophy of the Solitary transcends its purely ethical and individual
dimension to constitute a philosophical conception of history and the future, in which reason becomes an
instrument for resisting the crisis of the present and preserving the possibility of realizing the virtuous city within a
future historical horizon.
keywords:

The Solitary — Tadbir al-Mutawahhid — History — Future Consciousness — The Non-Virtuous City
Philosophical Reason — Islamic Philosophy.
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