ISSN 2992-0469 E-ISSN 8352-3088 M‘U“

4 jlanina) day La 4y e 13 _palaall 45 430 Jad) 4y el G 9ddl) A lay painS (g gall) asil)

Multilingualism as an Aesthetic Element in Contemporary Algerian Visual Arts: A
Postcolonial Approach

%y pdd) daaa gludd
el (L sl Arala (g salll damil) b o) s3Sa) ds y0e
khansaa.mohammedcherif@phd.uni-pannon.hu (https://orcid.org/0009-0001-4362-0301)

2026/06/01 : pill g )\ 2026/05/17 :J sl g 2026/03/15 :pdiu) g S

:padla

Hen _paic A b paleal 4l jad) 4 puadl 58l 5 gstll] oaeill lgy Joads Al Ldel Giadl] 38 iy
slaninl o silll G Y1 R ]962 L il jal) Dliice] Jiad jlaxiny) des Lol o LAl gl S _uny Jeld
GO0 lnd e Ganall S Luidl) il plaal] SR 8 paivie Lallas g LY ol 457 Ly oYl s Lasi sill 5 Lyl 4 Siaiall
o il e SN ) i pill o mOlaYly cuS iy 65 i i (2002) oY) iy doe o 3L Luid S
Cliibiasd] (o pand Dllsi ben g D jlie Ao Jdail dains las sl Lol (2022) (Arliy plis dabe ol (2012)
oadll o A g Cullil) ¢ Liadl] g Ludlatl) J"A‘J/ﬁ"‘élﬁ‘d e J"‘S)J/é‘ ey jlaeiny/) e Lo 3¢/ 44l 4 GJLAAJ/ 241l g 4yl
A guaal) el 5 Cilan Sl 5 i gacail] S 6leg¥) 520t Ly gill] pualind] f pliil) CadST | g pmdd] ol 55 ) sl
i LS gl gnd s o planina Y1 5813 30) )3 dum 5 Linngl) L sgl] S Dllas 1355 aeiid o edubial sill A6l o] o _puaaidi Y
illl 20wl Jeny Laa cdilland) Lol JSE5 6 LT Ay pmy sola (A 8l Jend] SR A& Jpai CiS Cann)
aleall (g il adl Sl 45813 g dy sl o DDl 8 i) Gole Y i un il i)

A Dingl) ABEN A sgll ¢ laxin¥) 2m e cilillan ¢g galll danil) €3 pualaall Zy 53l 3all g peadl o g3l sdgalida cilalS
Abstract:

This study examines how multilingualism in contemporary Algerian visual arts functions as
an active aesthetic element expressing cultural identity within a postcolonial framework. Since
Algeria’s independence in 1962, the colonial linguistic legacy represented by Arabic, French, and
Amazigh has produced persistent semiotic and aesthetic tensions in artistic practices. The analysis
focuses on three major works: Zineb Sedira’s Mother Tongue (2002), Kader Attia’s The Repair
from Occident to Extra-Occidental Cultures (2012), and Lydia Ourahmane’s Tassili (2022). The
research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach combining visual semiotics, aesthetic critique, and
postcolonial interpretation, with emphasis on concepts of cultural hybridity, the third space, and the
relationship between text and image in visual discourse. The findings demonstrate that multilingual
éléments such as written texts, subtitles, and sound layers extend beyond communicative functions
to generate aesthetic tensions reflecting hybrid identity, resistance, and the fragmentation of
colonial memory. Language thus becomes a visual and symbolic component integrated into the
artwork’s aesthetic structure. The study highlights multilingualism as a creative strategy through
which contemporary Algerian artists negotiate identity, memory, and cultural belonging within a
postcolonial landscape, contributing to broader discussions in Arab aesthetics and opening avenues
for future research on linguistic—visual intersections.

Keywords: Contemporary Algerian visual arts, Multilingualism, Postcolonial aesthetics, Cultural
identity, Cultural hybridity
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The Repair from Occident to Extra-Occidental
Cultures, 2012

Installation at the Fridericianum, Kassel.
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Installation
Slide show detail
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The Repair from Occident to Extra-Occidental
Cultures, 2012

Installation, detail

Repairs

Shelves, wooden sculptures made by traditional sculptors of Dakar,
Senegal, marble sculptures made by traditional sculptors of Carrara, Italy,
vintage newspapers and books, ancient revues, original photographs,
African artifacts repaired in their original context, photocopies, metallic
elements, slide show.
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