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When Jurisprudence Speaks the Language of Mathematics: From the Division of
the Seventeen Camels to the Subtle Logic of Redistribution
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Abstract:

Some jurisprudential problems in Islamic heritage are distinguished by a
unique integration of deep mathematical reasoning and methodological
precision. One notable example is the case of the division of 17 camels,
attributed to Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with him),
which demonstrates remarkable ingenuity in resolving complex arithmetic
dilemmas using a clever and simple approach. The problem is based on a
seemingly impossible division, yet the addition of a single camel made the
distribution exact, with the added camel ultimately recovered. This case
holds symbolic educational value, exemplifying the harmony between
mathematical logic and intellectual flexibility. The article examines the
mathematical structure of the solution and its epistemological implications,
while also providing a critical analysis of the historical attribution and its
consistency with jurisprudential principles .

Keywords: The Seventeen Camels Problem; The correct distribution of
the inheritance; Numerical series.
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2. Pierre Ageron, le partage des dix-sept chameaux et autres exploits arithmétiques a I’imam
ali, Revue d’histoire des mathématiques, 19 (2013).
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