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Since the French occupation of Algeria, the colonial
administration adopted various systems to control the
occupied territories, notably military rule, the system of
Arab Offices, and later the mixed commune system. Ain
Bessem Mixed Commune was one of these administrative
units, whose organization affected the economic and social
life of its inhabitants and surrounding douars. This study
examines the main historical developments of the commune
during the colonial period, with particular focus on the
economic and social conditions of its population. It also
highlights the forms of social differentiation between
European settlers and the indigenous Algerian population.
The study relies on primary sources, particularly
contemporary French newspapers and official reports issued
by the colonial authorities. These sources provide valuable
evidence for reconstructing the history of Ain Bessem
Mixed Commune and understanding the economic and
social dynamics of local society under French colonial rule.
- Keywords: Ain Bessam, social life, the mixed
municipalities, the Arib region, agriculture
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